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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PDEV, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETS TO FORM 
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL, GABON APPROVES SETTLEMENT 

1 . LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THAT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MET ON MARCH 29 TO BEGIN THE FORMATION OF THE MINISTERIAL 
COUNCIL (MC). EARLY ACCOUNTS SAID THE MC MIGHT BE 
ANNOUNCED ON MARCH 29 BUT A SUBSEQUENT REPORT SAYS THE 
TALKS WERE MARKED BY "AN ACRIMONIOUS EXCHANGE" BETWEEN 
MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE OVER WHO SHOULD APPLINT THE BLACK 
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MININ TER FOR THE DEFENSE AND INTERNAL AFFAIRS PORTFOLIOS. 
REPORTEDLY SITHOLE IS STILL INSISTING THAT HIS CONTACTS 
WITH THE GUERRILLAS GIVE HIM THE RIGHT TO HOLD BOTH 
PORTFOLIOS (PRETORIA 1651). THE TALKS ARE CONTINUING 
TODAY, MARCH 30. 

2. A MARCH 29 PRESS ACCOUNT REPORTS THAT GABON HAS 
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WELCOMED "WITH OPTIMIST" THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT. QUOTING A FRENCH NEWS AGENCY 
REPORT. IT SAYS THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GABON 
STATED THAT "WE HOPE TO PATRIOTIC FRONT WILL BECOME 
PART OF THIS COUNCIL SO AS TO STRENGTHEN THAT BLACK 
MAJORITY ... THIS IS ALREADY ONE STEP TOWARDS A FINAL 
VICTORY. IN THE FACE OF THIS PROGRESSIVE EVOLUTION 
WE MUST NOW RE-EXAMINE OUR DECISIONS IN THE LIGHT OF 
THE OFFICIAL RESULT OF THE OAU SUMMIT OF JULY." 

BOWDLER 
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